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Nazgol Ghandnoosh, Ph.D., is a senior research analyst at The Sentencing Project. She conducts and 

synthesizes research on criminal justice policies, with a focus on racial disparities in the justice system, 

public opinion about punishment, and the scope of reform efforts.  In The Lancet Infectious Diseases, she 

explained why people serving long sentences for violent crimes should be included in COVID-era 

decarceration efforts. Her latest report, “A Second Look at Injustice,” is a comprehensive analysis of a 

growing, powerful tool to curb mass incarceration: second look policies that enable extreme sentences to 

be re-evaluated.  Dr. Ghandnoosh earned an undergraduate degree from the University of Pennsylvania 

and a doctorate in sociology from the University of California, Los Angeles. Her dissertation, 

“Challenging Mass Incarceration: A California Group's Advocacy for the Parole Release Life Term-to-

Life Prisoners," was an in-depth study of a South Los Angeles-based group challenging life 

imprisonment. 

 

JaneAnne Murray is an Associate Clinical Professor of Law at the University of Minnesota Law School, 

where she runs a clemency clinic that she founded in 2014.  She was a state public defender in Manhattan 

for three years and an assistant federal defender in Brooklyn, NY, for 8 years.  Her clinic focuses on long 

term incarcerated individuals at the state and federal level, with a particular focus on those who were in 

their teens or early adult years at the time of their offenses and/or have a history of domestic trauma.  

 

James Zeigler is the Founder and Executive Director of The Second Look Project.  After graduating 

from Georgetown Law, James clerked at D.C. Superior Court and then went on to become an attorney on 

the Criminal Justice Act (CJA) panel representing indigent people charged with crimes in the District.  

Prior to founding Second Look Project, James’s practice focused on the litigation of D.C. Incarceration 

Reduction Amendment Act (IRAA) cases, and he served as the Superior Court CJA Panel liaison for 

IRAA and compassionate release cases.  He is a mentor through Big Brothers Big Sisters.  

 


